Daniel J. Hayes

orn 1846

Died 1880




Daniel J.

Daniel J. Hayes was born in
Ireland in 1846, and settled
the Ansonia borough of
Connecticut. As recorded in
the 1880 United States
Federal Census conducted in
June of 1880, he had a wife,
Sarah J. Hayes, and three
children, James, William E.,
and Mary T. Hayes. Daniel
J. Hayes was a carpenter by
trade and became the first
Chief of Police for the
borough of Ansonia in 1880.
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Daniel J. Hayes

There are various accounts
of the events leading to the
death of Ansonia’s Police
Chief, Daniel J. Hayes on
December 23, 1880. An
account found listed on
the “The Officer Down
Memorial Page, Inc. web
site states that Chief Hayes
was shot and killed while
attempting to arrest a
suspect. According to this
account, Chief Hayes
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¢ Officer Down Memorial Pag

The Officer Down Memorial Page Remembers

Chief of Police Daniel J. Hayes
Ansonia Police Department
Connecticut

End of Watch: Monday, December 27, 1880

Biographical Info

Age: 34

Tour of Duty: 1 yr

Badge Number: ot available

Incident Details

Cause of Death: Gunfire

Date of Incident: Thursday, December 23, 1880
Weapon Used: Gun; Unknown type

Suspect Info: Executed

Chief Hayes was shot and killed while attempting to arrest a suspect. He
had been summoned by the suspect's father who had asked Chief Hayes
to arrest the man for discharging a pistol in a saloon. When Chlef Hayes
located the suspect a struggle ensued and Chief Hayes was shot In the
stomach, He succumbed to his Injuries four days later, The suspect was
found guilty and executed In 1882,

Chlef Hayes became the first police chief of Ansonia when the police
department was created earller in the same year.,

» View this officer's Reflections » Leave a Reflection
» List all officers from this agency » Update this memorial
» Printer friendly view
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was called by the suspect’s
father to arrest him for Tt (G, s
firing a firearm in a saloon.
When Chief Hayes found cmm”nl i

the suspect a struggle o Comumict

ensued and Chief Hayes

was shot in the stomach.

He died from his injuries

on December 27, 1880. It e e e
suspect was found guilty B

and executed in 1882.
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Chlef Hayes became the first police chief of Ansonia when the police
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Daniel J. Hayes

The newspaper of the time, the

Derby Transcript relates the incident as
follows. On Dec. 23 of 1880 at
approximately 6 p.m., James Smith
(father of the suspect) sent word to
Police Chief Hayes requesting that
he arrest his 21 year old son, Jim
Smith, aka “Chip” Apparently,
“Chip” had been on a spree for
several days and was in possession
of a revolver, with which his father
feared he would endanger his
family.

i .A.n!other: Shooting Afrair.
CHIEF OF FOLICE UAYES MORTALLY
- i WOUNDED.

Oir Borough was thrown ioto  inteonse
axcitement caused by anather shooling af
fair which occurred last eveniog, ino which
Chief of Police an Hayes received a bui-
let wound which it is feared may prove

fatal, THe facls are as follows:

About six o’clock last night, James
B8mith seok word 1o Officer Finyes to_come
naod arreet his n, Jimi, more familiarily
known as **Chip!’ Bmith, who has been on
a spree for some. time past, and haviog a
revolver ip his possession wasendangering
the lives of the family. The officer went
to make the arrest, but did not find Obip
at his bgogme, on FProspect Strect. so bhe
smarted down town aguin, aod met the

oung wman neur Dermody’s Holel. on

%lum Stroet. Ilayues went to Smoith and
told him to come wi.h him, but he re-
fusced; sothe officer laid hia letit haod on
Bmith’'s shoulded, and told him be was his
prinoncer. MNoticing that Bmith kept his
right bhand (o bis pocket, Hayes said,
““Now, (){:1;1. ou huve A revolver ia your
pocker,” bul thd privoner denied it, and
whiie the officer was attempting to put a
pairof ‘“‘twisters™” on his wrists, he drew
oul bis revolver ane shot, Huycs saysn be
saw the flash nnd Leard the report, but did
not think be was shot, until ulter he start-
od to thu lock-upy with the prisoner. At
this point, otficers Thomas I1lisa and Lark-
ins came up, and assisted Hayes in taking
HBmith to the lock up, which was accomp-
lished after considerable scufiling. Chiel
Huyocs wus theo tnken to Thomns Ellis®,
on aiun Strect, and Drs. I[3lodgete and
DBaldwin summoned. On examination,
the wouad was found to Le on & linu with
aond aboul one inch to thoe lelt of the navel,
uuﬁ probing fuilud to discover the ball,

v. Hayes whs very cool and colluctedd,
nod relnted Lo your reporter thoe whole oir-
cumatsnﬁon in 3 very intelligen: oianper,
and, on bidding him «ood aight with well
wishes, he said, **It'a of no use, L'um Ao
ishoed this time; I bave becn threatened
more tean oncd, but I rdever thought i
woulil come to Lhis.” Mr. Ilayca in =
marcicd man and has two childreo; ia -
Juinur by t1ude and much respected, and
douvp symputhy ls cxpressred for this un-
fortunute occurronce. 1iis wilfeo wus kopt
in ignorance of, the affair until lute Jlust
cvening, wheon it was tuought best to have
him rermain where he was, as he Is in good
bands. At thu timo of goilng 10 preasas he
is in a very critical coodidden, the ball
having plerced the intestines.

The prisonur iv a young man about 23
yenra of age, thick set, and weighs sbout
150 pounds. The revolver which Hayes
ook from him] was n small nickel-plated
one, with five-inch burrcl. © After he shot
the oMcer, he fAired again, the ball passing
through .thoe comt ot--b{: sander, who was
bitching hils héree neidrioy. - -Afier the wur-
reve, crowds cre utirered - along Maunin
slreot, engerly! sceking ! "uny «(Anforcomilon
which dould be - impartedd, and 1.’ wae
théught best to place a, watchman st the
lockup, astbe privoner hue made his eos.
caru onco beh!r- whlile dncarcurated there.
A hvaripg will be budtp-dey, when Bmith
will ve''bound jover to ywalt thie résults of-
ftha wamurt ' i .




Daniel J. Hayes

Chief Hayes went to make the arrest, but he did not find
him at his home so he set out to find him. Upon finding
him, Chief Hayes told him to come with him but he
refused. Chief Hayes asked “Chip” to hand over his
tevolver, but he denied having one. When Chief Hayes
attempted to affix a pair of “twisters” (that day’s version
of handcuffs), “Chip” pulled out the revolver and shot
Chief Hayes hitting him in his stomach. Chief Hayes
was unaware he was shot until he was taking the
prisoner to lock up. Officers Ellis and Larkins assisted
Chief Hayes by taking the prisoner to lock up.
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Daniel J. Hayes

Chief Hayes was able to relate the incident in detail, but

realized the severity of his condition. He stated he held no
animosity towards the suspect.

Chief Hayes’ condition got worse and on December 27,

1880 he died. He was buried in the Catholic Cemetery in
Ansonia on December 30, 1880.

There was no way to view Chief Hayes’ burial site as a fire
had destroyed all records. It is believed that he is buried in
the old St. Mary’s Cemetery. His youngest daughter, Mary
Hayes, passed away May 3, 1977. She is buried at the new
St. Mary’s Cemetery — Burial Plot #713.



Daniel J. Hayes

“Chip” Smith was taken to the county jail in New
Haven where he was charged with murder in the
first degree. He was put on trial in April 1881. M.
Smith was found guilty of murder in the first
degree and was sentenced to be hung on May 5,
1882 in New Haven. Smith’s attorneys filed for a
new trial, a stay of execution was ordered allowing
the case to be heard before the Supreme Court.
The presiding judge, Judge Park, found the writ
insufficient to stay the course of the law, and Mr.
Smith was sentenced to be hung on September 1,
1882 at the County Jail in New Haven.



Daniel J. Hayes

The James “Chip” Smith case (State v. Smith, 49 Conn. 376

— 1881) precipitated the Connecticut Supreme Court’s
establishment of language concerning the duty of jurors
when deliberating a case. This language became known as
the Chip Smith charge, and trial courts repeatedly gave the
chatge to jurors when they reported that they were dead-
locked. The Chip Smith chatge became an established part
of Connecticut’s jurisprudence. The instruction was often
challenged as being coercive, implying that a juror in the
minority should side with the majority for the sake of
unanimity.
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Daniel J. Hayes

In 2002, during State v. O’Neil, 261 Conn. 49 (2002), after
some deliberation, the jurors teported that they wetre unable
to agree. The trial court delivered the Chip Smith
instruction and later the same day the jury returned a guilty
verdict. Upon appeal the defendant’s attorney argued that
the Chip Smith charge had coerced the jury into reaching a
guilty verdict.

The Connecticut Supreme Court upheld O’Neil’s
conviction and the use of the Chip Smith charge, but the
Supreme Court initiated a modified version of the charge to
be used by trail courts in future cases.



Daniel J. Hayes

Effective 2002, judges must remind jurors that they should
vote their consciences and not give in to their fellow jurots
just for the sake of reaching a unanimous verdict. This
they hoped would create a balance between encourage a
unanimous verdict and protecting the defendant’s right to a
fair trial.

*Connecticut Judicial Branch Law Libraries — “Tapping
the Scales of Justice — a Dose of Connecticut Legal
History”



